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Americans Assess Their Health
by Peter W. Ries, Division of Health Interview Statistics
Introduction
The National Health Interview Survey has been a
major source of national estimates of the health status of
the civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United
States for about 25 years. The variables most frequently
used to measure health status have been disability days
and limitation of activity due to chronic conditions. In
1972 an item was added to the survey questionnaire that
simply asked the respondent to assess his or her health
(or that of family members) in comparison with others
of his or her age as excellent, good, fair, or poor.
Although this item has remained on the question-
naire since 1972, only one Series 10 report has either
included this variable in any detailed tables or in the
discussion of the results in the text.1 (A forthcoming re-
port on hearing levelsz includes some data on respondent-
assessed health status.) Limited use has been made of
the concept because respondent-assessed health status
is a more subjective variable than more behaviorally
observable variables, such as disability days and limita-
tion of activity.s
Over the years, however, there has been a growing
use of data on peoples’ assessment of their own or
family members’ health status. Since its inception in
1975, each year’s edition of Health, UnitedStates has
included data on respondent-assessed health status.d
For two recent studies of self-assessed health status
(which include discussions of the use of this concept)
see references 5 and 6.a Self-assessed health status has
been found to be highly associated with an individual’s
actual health status and with his or her utilization of
health-care services. For instance, the results of the
1978 National Health Interview Survey indicated that
persons assessed to be in excellent health spent 3.3 days
in bed per person per year due to illness or injury and
made 2.5 doctor visits per person per year, while the
corresponding estimates for persons assessed to be in
poor health were 64.2 bed days and 15.3 doctor visits
per person per year.
Because assessed health status is highly associated
with other more behaviorally oriented measures of health
and the utilization of health services, it may be used as a
type of summary statistic. In this context, it can serve at
least three useful purposes: (1) to indicate the health
status and utilization patterns for health services for
various subgroups in the general population(2) to show
how various sociode.mographic and other characteristics
are associated with health-related characteristics; and
(3) to serve as a control variable to make more meaning-
ful comparisons between various subgroups in the pop-
ulation who differ in their overall health status.
To show as much detail as possible in this first
Series 10 publication on respondent-assessed health
status, the results are extensively cross-classified. Be-
cause of the vast number of estimates produced, the text
highlighting these results can, at best, discuss only very
limited aspects of the data. As such, the text is limited
primarily to defining concepts where the meaning is not
obvious, indicating limitations associated with specific
concepts, and indicating associations between the per-
cent of persons assessed in fair and poor health and the
characteristics associated with each sociodemographic
variable. These associations are highlighted mainly in
relation to age, the reader being invited to consult the
detailed tables to further interpret the data in terms of
other control variables or for locating estimates for
specific subgroups in the civilian noninstitutionalized
population.
aThc National Center for Health Statistics maintains a “Health Status Index
Clearinghouse.” Forbibliographies orfurtherinformation on this topic, con-
tact Pennifw Erickson at the address shown on the back of this publication.
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Summary
The following statements summarize the relation-
ships between respondent-assessed health status and






In general, as age increases, the proportion of per-
sons assessed as being in fair or poor health is
higher. However, for persons with low family in-
comes and little education, the proportion of per-
sons assessed in fair orpoorhealth declines after the
age of about 80 years.
A higher proportion of females than of males are
assessed as being in fair or poor health.
Proportionately more black persons are assessed in
fair or poor health than are persons of other races.
In general, the lower the family income, the higher
the proportion of persons assessed in fair or poor




family income levels, the proportion is as high for
persons in families earning $3,000-$4,999 as for
persons with less than $3,000 annual family in-
come.
The greater the number of years of completed edu-
cation, the lower the proportion of persons assessed
in fair or poor health.
Widowed, divorced, and separated persons report a
higher proportion of persons in fair or poor health
than do persons in other marital status groups.
Higher proportions of persons assessed in fair or
poor health are found among persons—
. Not in the labor force,
● Living in the South.





The information from the National Health Inter-
view Survey (NHIS) presented in this report is based on
data collected in a continuing nationwide survey by
household interview. Each week a probability sample of
households was interviewed by the U. S. Bureau of the
Census to obtain information about the health and other
characteristics of each member of the household in the
civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United
States.
During the 52 weeks in 1978, the sample was com-
posed of approximately 41,000 households containing
about 110,000 persons living at the time of the inter-
view. The total noninterview rate was about 3.8 per-
cent—of which 2.1 percent was the result of respondent
refusal, and the remainder was primarily the result of
failure to locate an eligible respondent at home despite
repeated calls.
A description of the design of the survey, the
methods used in estimation, and general qualifications
of the data obtained from this survey are presented in
appendix I. Because the estimates shown in this report
are based on a sample of the population, they are subject
to sampling error. Therefore, particular attention should
be paid to the section entitled “Reliability of Estimates.”
Charts of relative sampling errors and instructions for
their use are shown in appendix I.
Key terms used in the survey are defined in ap
pendix II. Appendix III contains the parts of the ques-
tionnaire used in the interview that are relevant to this
report, Also shown are the cards used by the interviewer
for asking certain questions.
The estimates shown in this report on respondent-
assessed health status are derived from responses to the
following question “Compared to other persons—’s
age, would you say his health is excellent, good, fair, or
poor?” At least three things should be noted about these
results. First, proxy responses are accepted from a
family member meeting the NHIS eligible respondent
rules for adult family members not at home at the time of
interview, or for family members who are present but do
not meet the eligibility requirements (such as a mentally
retarded family member). Responses for children and
youths under 17 years of age are always sought from
eligible adult family members (unless they are married
or are not living with other family members). During
1978, proxy responses were accepted from about 36
percent of all persons in the sample 17 years of age and
over.
Research related to self- and proxy responses for
adults in the general population has shown that whereas
there may be some significant difference between health
status judgments of excellent and good, and between
fair and poor, there are seldom signiilcant differences in
the distributions between self- and proxy responses
when the categories excellent and good are combined
and compared with the combined categories fair and
poor.T For this reason, although some data are shown in
the detailed tables for each of the four categories, the
discussion related to differences in assessed health status
in the text is limited to comparisons for the combined
category fair or poor.
Second, the question asks about a person’s health
and not about the possible effects of any impairments.
Thus, it is entirely reasonable for a severely impaired
person to state that his health is “excellent,” while a
person with no impairment may classify himself in
“poor” health.
Third, as already noted, estimates based on re-
spondent-assessed health status correlate very highly
with other measures of health status and with measures
of health services utilization. The results for some of
these measures by respondent-assessed health status
are shown in table A. Each of the measures in table A
indicates a high association between respondent-assessed
health status and other measures of health status and
utilization of health services. These associations do not,
of course, remove the limitations ordinarily related to
nonclinical health status measures in relation to prob-
lems of lay evaluations of health and to the interpreta-
tion of the resulting data.
Finally, it should be noted that morbidity is only one
measure of the somewhat ambiguous term “health.”
3
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Excellent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.3 0.5 1.8 3.8 2.5
Good . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.7 2.0 7.1 9.1 3.9
Fair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.9 12.3 25.4 26.0 7.5
Poor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64.2 46.1 36.5 76.2 15.3
Because mortality patterns for the many subgroups in of the civilian
this report are not considered together with assessed United States can be derived from the data shown or
noninstitutionalized population of the
health ;tatus, at best only a partiarpicture of the socio- discussed in this report.
demographic characteristics associated with the health
4
Results
The results discussed in the report are presented in
detail in tables 1-13. In the first five of these tables (age,
sex, race, family income, and education) the estimates
for each of the four health status categories, as well as
for persons assessed in excellent and good health com-
bined and fair and poor health combined, are presented.
These basic sociodemographic variables serve as con-
trol variables for the rest of the characteristics shown in
tables 6-13. Every variable in these tables is shown by
age and education of the individuals for persons 17
years of age and over. For persons 17–64 years of age
three educational groupings are used (under 12 years,
12 years, and more than 12 years of completed educa-
tion). This classification of years of completed educa-
tion did not produce a sufficient proportion of reliable
results for persons 65 years of age and over (because of
the size of this population and because they tend to have
less education than persons under 65 years of age).
These older persons were thus classified into two groups:
“under 9 years” and”9 years and over” for years of
completed education. In cases where even this reduc-
tion of educational groupings did not produce a sufficient
proportion of reliable results, estimates are shown for
these older persons without education included.
Years of completed education rather than family
income was used as the basic sociodemographic control
variable primarily for two reasons. First, whereas family
income was not reported for 15.4 million persons (about
7.2 percent of the population), education was not re-
ported for only about 2.9 million persons ( 1.9 percent of
persons 17 years of age and over). Thus, using educa-
tion rather than family income does not involve exclud-
ing nearly as many cases because of missing data.
Second, as indicated in table B (which summarizes
the results shown in table 5), more variation of the
estimates of persons assessed in fair or poor health is
associated with education than with family income. The
estimates of persons assessed in fair or poor health by
education range from 46.4 percent for persons with no
education to 5.9 percent for persons with 16 years or
more education, while the range for family income is
only from 31.6 percent for persons in families with less
than $5,000 in income to 6.8 percent for persons in
families with income of $25,000 and over. On the other
hand, the variations in the estimates by education and
family income are only partially associated with one
another. There remain significant differences by family
income within each of the categories of years of com-
pleted education. For this reason, broad income cate-
gories— along with age, sex, and race—are also shown
in tables 6– 13 when sampling error is not a major prob-
lem.
The extensive cross-classification of the data in-
cluded in this report has at least two implications. First,
percents in these tables are accompanied only by popu-
lation figures (that is, denominators) for the variable
under consideration. To have included the number of
persons for the assessed health statuses (that is, numer-
ators) would have vastly increased the number of pages
needed for all the variables shown and would have
necessitated showing data for fewer variables. A close
approximation of each of the numerators may be ob-
tained by multiplying the percent of persons assessed in
fair or poor health by the population figure for the cor-
responding cell. This procedure will be necessary for
readers wishing to regroup cells into new aggregates.
Second, the extensive cross-classification of the
data produces more than the usual proportion of unreli-
able estimates found in Series 10 reports. For instance,
many of the results are highly associated with race.
Because only about 12 percent of the population is of
the black race, results for this group often contain a high
proportion of unreliable estimates. However, because
of the importance of race in relation to the variables
contained in this report, many of the tables include
estimates for both black and white races in lieu of sup-
pressing this variable altogether or showing the results
only for the white population. On the other hand, by
comparison there are so few persons classiiled as “other”
(that is, of neither white nor black race), that extensive
cross-classification of this group produces an over-
whelming proportion of unreliable estimates. For this
5




All Under $5#ooo- $1o,ooo- $15,000- $25,000
incomes $5,000 $9,999 $14,999 $24,999
Unknown
and over
Allyaars of education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-B years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16yeara and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Allyeara of education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-6 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16yeara and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



















































































reason, estimates for “others” are seldom shown sepa- that differences are statistically significant. The t-test
rately. with a critical value of 1.96 (0.05 level of significance)
Finally, it should be noted that in the discussion of was used to test all comparisons that are discussed.
the results, terms such as “similar” and “the same” Lack of comment regarding the difference between any
mean that no statistically significant difference exists two statistics does not mean the difference was tested
between the statistics being compared. Terms relating and found to be not signitlcant.






The percent of persons assessed in excellent, good,
fair, and poor health by 5-year age groups is shown in
table 1. The percent of persons assessed in fair or poor
health is shown in figure 1. The curve indicates that even
though people are asked to assess their health only in
comparison with persons of their own age, there is never-
theless a strong tendency for the proportion of persons
assessed in fair or poor health to vary with age.
For those under 17 years of age, there is relatively
little variation by 5-year age groups in the proportion of
individuals assessed in fair or poor health. For persons
17 years of age and over, the proportion increases (es-
pecially in the age range from 35 to 64 years) until about
the age of 82 years and then declines.
The decline in the percent of persons assessed in fair
or poor health after about 80 years of age is accounted
for to a large extent by three factors. First, a relatively
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1 Excludes persons with health status not assessed.
Figure 1. Percentl of persons assessed in fair or poor health by age United States, 1976
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in nursing homes or institutions and are therefore not
included in the NHIS sample. Second, respondents are
not instructed to exclude this institutionalized popula-
tion when assessing the health of older persons in com-
parison with other persons their age. Finally, at an
advanced age it is probable that most of a person’s age
cohort will have died. This consideration may enter into
the frame of reference associated with a more favorable
assessment of the health of very old persons who are still
alive.
Sex
In table 1 the assessed health status for each sex by
age is shown. For persons of all ages a higher proportion
of females ( 13.5 percent) than of males (11.3 percent)
were assessed in fair or poor health. From about 12
years of age until about 57 years of age the health of
males is more positively assessed than that of females,
as is shown in figure 2. This relationship is especially
marked during the female’s child-bearing years. How-
ever, after about 60 years of age, there is a tendency for
the health of females to be assessed more positively than
that of males. Differential patterns of mortality and
institutionalization of each of the sexes undoubtedly
Race
Interviewers conducting the NHIS interviews are
instructed to classify each person in a household on the
basis of observation as “white,” “black,” or “other.”
The distribution of assessed health status according to
these three racial groups, age, and sex is shown in table
2. Observed race rather than the respondent’s classifi-
cation of race has been used in this report because all
NHIS data were ratio-adjusted and weighted on the
basis of observed race to correspond to official U.S.
Census Bureau population estimates. Comparisons of
estimates of the percent of persons assessed in fair or
poor health for observed race and respondent-identified
race indicate no statistically significant differences for
whites or blacks. The percent of persons assessed in fair
or poor health ranges from a low of 3.7 percent for white
females under 17 years of age to a high of 47.5 percent
forblackmales 65 years of age and over. For each of the
age groups shown in figure 3, blacks have a higher
proportion of persons assessed in fair or poor health
than do persons classified as white or as other.
Family income
affects to some degree the sex differences shown for The percent of persons assessed in fair or poor
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Iowerforhigherincome groups. However,this relation-
ship does not hold for very low family-income groups
where, as isshown intable3 andfigure 4, thepercents
are similar for persons in families with under $3,000
annual income and for those with a $3,000–$4,999
family income (26.6 percent and 27.0 percent, respec-
tively).
The percent of persons assessed in fair or poor
health by age and selected family income is shown in
figure 5. As may be noted, the patterns for different
family income groups by age are different. For persons
in families with an annual income of $25,000 and over,
the proportion of persons in fair orpoorhealth increases
with increasing age. However, for persons in low farnily-
income groups, the highest proportion of persons as-
sessed in fair or poor health are in the range from 50 to
60 years of age, with the proportion being lower for
persons 65 years of age and over, The curves for the two
low family-income groups also indicate two reasons
why the assessed health of persons in the under $3,000
annual family-income group is not significantly worse
than that of the $3 ,000–$4,999 annual family-income
group: First, there are no differences for persons under
17 years of age; and, second, for persons approximately
in the 55-64 age range, a higher proportion in the
Figure 3. Percentl of persons aasessed in fair or poor health by age and race United States, 1978
$3,000-$4,999 than in the under $3,000 annual farnily-
income group are assessed to be in fair or poor health.
Educational level
The number of years of completed education is
requested for all persons in the sample who are 17 years
of age and over. There is a high negative association
between years of completed education and the percent
of persons assessed in fair or poor health, with this
pattern appearing within each of the age groups (table 4
and figure 6).
Estimates of the percent of persons in fair or poor
health range from 2.1 percent for persons 17–24 years
of age who have completed 16 or more years of school to
55.1 percent for persons 45–54 years of age with no
education.
The distribution of assessed health status according
to family income and years of completed education is
shown in table 5. These results were highlighted and
discussed in a section entitled “Results.”
As in the case of family income, the patterns for
persons with little education and for those with a great
deal of education differ significantly. The highest pro-
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Figure 4. l’ercenV ofpersons assessed in fair or poor health byageand family income United States, 1978
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Pi!gure 5. Percent2 of persons assessed in fair or poor health by age and selected family income United Stetes, 1978
persons with from 1 to 8 years of education occurs at
about the age of 60, while for persons with 16 or more
years of education, tlieproportion increases continually
as age increases, as is shown in figure 7.
Marital status
Regarding marital status, the highest proportion of
persons assessedinfairorpoorhealth is amongwidowed
persons (29.0 percent), while the lowest proportion is
among persons who have never been ~arried (9.2 per-
cent). However, the difference in the age distribution
among the four marital status groups shown in table 6
accounts for much of the difference among the assessed
health statuses of the marital status groups. Within the
age groups in figure 8, the estimates for widowed per-
sons are similar to those of persons who are divorced or
separated, and with one exception (married persons 65
years ofage and over) these are consistently higher than
those of married and never-married persons. Between
married and never-married persons, the proportions
assessed in fair or poor heakh are similar for persons
17–44 years of age, lower for married persons 45–64
years of age, and lower for never-married persons 65
years of age and over,
Usual activity
Usual activity refers to what a person was doing
during most of the 12 months preceding the interview.
11
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Figure 6. Percent2 of persons 17 years of age and over assessed in fair or poor health by sge and years of completed educatiom United States, 1978
Respondents are asked to classify usual activity from only), going to school, retired (not asked of persons
among the following categories for persons 17 years of under 45 years of age), and “something else.” In table 7
age and oven working, keeping house (asked of women the results are shown for persons age 17 and over classi-
12
— All educational Ievelsl
_ _ 1-8 years
_ - _ 9-11 yeara












































. . . ..s . ...=”
.nm,.. m.*=~’ . . . . * . ”..”....” 9.8==*
I I I I 1 [
17-24 25-34 35-44 45–54 55-64 65 years
years yeara years yeara yeara and over
Age
1Includes unknown educational levels.
2Excludespersonswith health status not assessed.
Figure 7. Percent2 of persona assessed in fair or poor health by age snd selected years of completed education: United Statea, 1978
fied as working, keeping house, going to school, and relationships described above are relatively consistent
“other” (which combines retired and “something else” within all of the age, educational, sex, racial. and farnilv
since neither group is large.
For each of the age groups the highest proportion of
persons assessed in fair or poor health was for those
classified as “other”; the lowest proportion was for
people whowere usually working,with the estimates for
women keeping house falling between these two (figure
9). Going to school is not included in the comparison
because the low rate associated with it (5.5 percent)
merely reflects that almost all the persons included in
this category are in their teens or early twenties. The
, .
income groups shown in table 7.
Labor force and employment status
Labor force and employment status refer to the
person’s status during the 2 weeks preceding interview.
Persons in the labor force include those who were em-
ployed or unemployed during that 2-week period. All
other persons 17 years of age and over are classified as
“not in the labor force.”
13
ALL AGES 17 YEARS AND OVER 45-64 YEARS
All personsl All personsl
Marital status Marital status
Married Married
Never msrried Never married
Widowed Widowed
Oivorced or separated Oivorced or separated
17-44 YEARS 65 YEARS AND OVER
All persons! All personsl
Merital atetus Msrital status
Married Married
Never married Never married
Widowed Widowed
Divorced or separeted Divorced or seperated
o 10 20 30 40 50 60 0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percent Percent
llncludes unknown marital etatus,
2Excludes persons with health status not assesaed.
Figure 8, Percent2 of persona 17 yeers of ege and over asaessed in fair or poor health by age end merital atetus United States, 1976
All ages 17 years and over 45-64 years
All usual activities All usual activities!
Working Working
Keeping house (female only) Keeping house (female only)
Attending school Attending school
Other 40.2 Other 57.5
17-44 years 65 years and over
All usual activities All usual activitiesl
Working Working
Keeping house (female only) Keeping house (female only)
Attending school Attending school
Other Other
o 10 20 30 ,40 50 60 0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percent Percent
Ilncludes unknown usual activities.
zExcludes persons with health status not assessed.
Figure 9. Percent2 of persona 17 yesrs of age and over aaseaaed in fair or poor health by age and uauel ectivity United States, 1978
For each ofthe age groups, those not inthe labor proportionofpersons assessedinfairor poorhealthfor
forcehadproportionately manymorepersons assessed persons 17–64 years ofage, withthe estimates forthe
in fair or poor health than did those in the labor force unemployed falling between those currently employed
(figure 10). The currently employed had the lowest and those not in the labor force. The results are incon-
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elusive for persons 65 years of age and over because of
the large sampling error for persons in this age group
who were unemployed.
In table 8 a similar pattern holds for almost all the
comparisons based on age, education, sex, race, and
family income. The major exception is for persons 17–
44 years of age with more than 12 years of education for
whom the results are approximately the same for the
unemployed and for those not in the labor force. To at
least some degree, this exception results from the fact
that this group of persons not in the labor force includes
many college students. Because college students are, in
general, very healthy, the proportion of persons in this
group assessed in fair or poor health is relatively low
~~~spercent ‘ersus 7.8 percent for unemployed per.
Employment-related characteristics
of persons in the labor force
Information about occupation, type of employer,
and industry is determined for all persons in the labor
force. For the unemployed the questions are asked in
terms of the last occupation they had before they be-
came unemployed. While in a small proportion of the
cases this may mean that the occupation named has not
been pursued in many years (for example, for a woman
who left the labor force to raise her children many years
ago and is now attempting to reenter the labor force), in
most cases the occupation named by the unemployed
person will have been held in the recent past.
Type of occupation
As shown in figure 11, the occupational group with
the smallest proportion of persons assessed in fair or
poor health is white collar workers (6.8 percent). Within
the three age groups, the estimates for persons assessed
in fair or poor health in blue collar, farm, and service
work do not vary a great deal from one another, but they
are consistently higher than the estimates for white
collar workers.
The results in terms of 10 categories used in the
standard U.S. Census Bureau classification of occupa-
tions are shown in table 9. The estimates of persons
assessed in fair or poor health within these categories
range from 5.7 percent for professional, technical, and
kindred workers to 13.9 percent for all operatives aside
from those in the transportation industry. However, the
estimates for farmers and all types of farmworkers ( 13.5
percent) and for service workers (13. 1 percent) do not
differ significantly from the estimate for operatives.
Type of employer
The percent of persons assessed in fair or poor
health by type of employer are 9.2 percent for private
industry, 8.7 percent for Government, and 10.4 percent
among persons who are self-employed (figure 11). The
higher estimate for the self-employed, however, merely
15
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Figure 11. Percent2 of persona 17 years of age and over assessed in fair or poor health by age and employment-related characteristics United States, 1978
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reflects the fact that they are disproportionately dis-
tributed among older persons.
While it may appear within age groups that a higher
proportion of persons employed in private industry are
in fair or poor health than are Government workers,
when examined within educational levels the estimates
for private industry are generally lower than for Gov-
ernment workers (table 10).
Type of industry
Persons working in finance, insurance, and real
estate have proportionately fewer persons assessed in
fair or poor health (6.4 percent) than in any of the other
categories of the standard U. S. Census Bureau Industry
Classification. The highest estimates of persons assessed
in fair or poor health among persons 17–44 years of age
are in manufacturing (8.4 percent) and among persons
45-64 years of age are in agriculture, forestry, and
fisheries (17.3 percent) and in mining (17.2 percent)
(figure 11). These estimates are not, however, statis-
tically significantly higher than most of the estimates for
the other industries.
The percent of persons assessed in fair or poor
health for each of the industries shown in figure 11 is
shown in table 11 separately for white and blue collar
workers. The reliable estimates of persons assessed in
fair or poor health range from 5.7 percent for white
collar workers in finance, insurance, and real estate to
12.6 percent for blue collar workers in manufacturing.
Geographic region
Among the geographic regions of the country, the
South contains the highest proportion of persons as-
sessed in fair or poor health (15.3 percent), and this
relationship holds within each of the age groups (figure
12). The same relationship is indicated in table 12 for
persons with different levels of education, for whites and
blacks, and for persons with higher or lower family
incomes. In general, the other three regions have a lower
proportion of persons in fair or poor health, with no
single region consistently having relatively fewer per-
sons in fair or poor health for all of the variables shown
in the table.
Place of residence
For persons of all ages and for each of the four age
groups examined, the smallest proportion of persons
assessed in fair or poor health live in standard metro-
politan statistical areas (SMSA’S) outside the central
city (figure 12). This area is roughly comparable to what
are often called “the suburbs.” The proportions for
persons assessed in fair or poor health living in central
cities in SMSA’S and for those living outside SMSA’S
are similar. In general, the same relationship holds
within educational, racial, and family income seg-
ments of the civilian noninstitutionalized population
(table 13).
In table 13, the proportion of persons assessed in
fair or poor health living outside SMSA’S is fiu-ther
classified into farm and nonfarm areas. According to
these estimates, there seems to be a tendency for those
living in nonfarm areas to be assessed in fair or poor
health in slightly greater proportions (14.4 percent
versus 13.3 percent for persons living on farms). How-
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Table 1. Number of persons by sex snd age and percent distribution of persons by respondent-assesaed health status, according to sex and age
United Statea, 1978
[D@taare baaed on household Intewiews of the civilian noninatitutionalized population. The suwey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimatas






health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
statuses good poor
Both sexes
All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under 5 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-9 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
10-14 years, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-19 years,,,..,,,...,,.,..,.,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20-24 years, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-29 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
30-34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
40-44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-49 yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
50-S4 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-59 yeara, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
60-64 ynara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-69 yeara. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
70-74 years, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75-79 years, , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
80-84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
85-89 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
90-94 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
96yaars and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Male
All agea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under 5 yeara. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-9years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
10-14 years, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-19 yesrs. .o., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20-24 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-29 yesra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
30-34 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-39 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
40-44 years,,...,,,...,.........,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-49 years, ,,, ,,, ,,, ., .,,,...., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
50-54 yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-59 ysars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
60-64 yeera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-69 yeara, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
70-74 yeara. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
76-79 years, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
80-84 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
85-89 yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
90-94 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
95 yeara and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Female
All agas , .,, ,. ...,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under 5 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
6-9 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
10-14 yeare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
t5-19ysara, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20-24 yeere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
26-29 yeara. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
30-34 yaars. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-39 yeara. ... ,$. . $. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
40-44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-49 yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
60-54 years . . . . ..o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
S*a footnotas at and of tsble.
Number in









































































































































































































































































































































































86.5 13.5 45.6 40.4 10.6 2.8
96.0 4.0 60.8 34.1 3.6 ‘0.4
95.6 4.4 50.4 34.6 4.0 “0.4
95.7 4.3 59.5 35.6 3.8 0.5
92.9 7.1 53.2 39.2 6.3 0.7
91.2 8.8 49.0 41.8 7.8 1.0
91.0 9.0 49.3 41.4 7.9 1.0
90.6 9.4 49.0 41.3 7.7 1.7
87.9 12.1 46.7 40.8 9.8 2.2
86.5 13.5 42.9 43.1 10.9 2.5
82.3 17.7 37.2 44.8 13.8 3.6
78.3 21.7 34.9 43.2 16.2 5.4
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Table 1. Number of persons by sex and age and percent distribution of persons by respondent-asseaaed health stetus, according to eex and age
United Statea, 1978—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, genersd qualifications, snd information on the reliability of the estimatss






health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
statuses good poor
Female—Con.
55-59 years, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
60-64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-69 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
70-74 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75-79 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
80-84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
85-89 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
90-94 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .























30.8 44.2 17.3 7.1
30.0 43.6 19.6 6,4
27.0 42.9 22.2 7.2
27.4 42.7 21.5 7.4
25.6 41.6 23.8 7.8
27.8 41.0 22.1 8.5
32.0 39.2 16.9 12.0
35.2 40.3 *16.8 *6.1
‘26.3 *36.8 *19.7 *17.1
t ~xcf”das perSO”S with health ststus not assessed.
Zlncludes persons with health status nOt asaessed.
NOTE Theappropriate relstive standard errors of theestimatea ahownin this table are found inappendix l, figures landll.
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Table2. Number of persons byage, sex, andrace andpercent distribution of persons byrespondent-assessed heslthstatus, according tOegetsex, and race:
United States, 1978
[Date are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionslizedpopulation.The survsy design, genersl qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix 1.Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
Respondent-assessed health status








All races . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Male
Allrsces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . .. i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Female
All races . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Whit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 17 YEARS OF AGE
Both sexes
All races . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Othar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .
Male
All races . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Female
Allreces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other , . .,,,.,.,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
17-44 YEARS OF AGE
Both eexes
All racea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Male
All racea, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Whit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Othar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



































































































































































































































































Table2. Number ofpersona byage, aex, andrace andpercent distribution ofpersons byrespondent-aasessed health status, according toage, aex, andraco
United States, 1978—Con.
[Data sre based on housahold interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, snd information on the reliability of the eatimstas







health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
statuses good poor
17-44 YEARS OF AGE—Con.
Femsle
All racea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Beck. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS OF AGE
Both sexes
All racea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Male
All races . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Female
All racea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER
Both sexes
All races . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Male
All races . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Femsle
All races..................,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number in

































































































































































































































1 ~xc,ude~ perSO”S with health statUS not assessed.
Zl”cludas persons with health status not assessed.
NOTE Theappropriate relative atandard errors of theestimates ahownin this table are found inappendix l, figures landll.
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Table3. Number ofpersons byageand family income andpercent distribution ofperaona byreapondent-aaaesaed health atatus, according tosge
and family income United States, 1978
[Data are based on household interviews of tha civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualikcations, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
Respondent-assessed health status




health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
statuses good poor
All ages
All family incomea3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $3,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$3,000-$4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$5,000-$ 6,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.$7,000-$ 9,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$lo.ooo.$14.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.$15,000-$24,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$25,000 and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under 17 years of age
All family incomea3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $3.000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$3,000-$4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$6,000-$ 6,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$7,000-$ 9,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$10,000-$ 14,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15.000.$24.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$25,000 and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
17-24 yeara of age
All fsmilyincomes3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $3,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$3,000-$ 4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$5.000.$6.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$7.000.$9.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$10,000-$ 14,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15,000-$ 24,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$25,000 and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 yeara of age
All family incomes3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $3,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$3.000.$4.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$5.000.$6.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$7.000.$9.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$lo.om.$14.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15.000.$24.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$25,000 end over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 years of age
All family incomes3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $3,000 . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$3,000-$4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,,
$5,000-$ 6,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$7,000-s9.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$10,000-$ 14,998 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15.000.$24.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$25,000 endover ;. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number in

































































































































































































































































































































See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 3. Number of persons by age and family income and percent distribution of persons by respondent-assesaed health status, according to age
and family income United States, 1978—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survay design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix L Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
Respondent-assessed health status




health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
statuses good poor
45-54 yeara of age
All family incomes3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $3,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$3,000-$4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$5,000-$ 6,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$7,000-$9,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$10,000-$ 14,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15,000-$24,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,
$25,000 and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 yeara of age
All family incomes3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $3,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$3.000.$4.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$5,000-$ 6,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$7,000 -$9.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$10,000-$ 14,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
515,000-$ 24,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$25,000 and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 years of age and over
All family incomes3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $3,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$3,000-$4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$5,000-$ 6,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$7.000.$9.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$10,000-$ 14,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15.0W.$24.999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




































































































































































































1 Excludes ~emo”s with health status not aaa-=d
zlnc,ud~~ per~o”a with health atatw$ not asaesd
Slncl”des persons with unknown famiiY income.
NOTE: The appropriate relative standard arrors of the estimates shown in this tsbla are found in appendix 1, figures I and Il.
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Table 4. Number of persons 17 yesrs of sge and over by age and years of completed education and percent distribution of persons 17 yesrs of age
and over by respondent-aasessed heslth status, according to age snd years of completed educstion: United Ststes, 1978
[Date we based on householdintewiews of the civilian rmninstitutionalizedpopulation.The survey design, generel qualifications, end information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix H]
All Resporrdent-assessed health status
persons
Age snd years of completed educetion 17 years All Excellent Fair
of age health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
and over statuses good poor
All ages 17 yesrs and over
Alleducstionsl levels3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
No educstion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12yesrs,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yesrs, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16yaars andover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
17-24 years of age
Alleducstionsl levels3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12years,. i, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 years of age
Alleducstionsl levele3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education..,.,,,,,........,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-llyesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yesrs, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16 yeara and over ,, .,,,.,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 years of ege
Alleducationsl levels3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Noeducstion ...,,,..,.......,.,,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-llyasrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 years.,.,..,,..,......,.,., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16yeara and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 years of age
Alladucational levels3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Noeducstion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8 years, ., ., ., ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yeers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16 yesra snd over ,,, ,,, .,.., .,, ,,, ,., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 years of sge
Alleducstional l.avels3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education..,.,,.,,,,,.....,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16 years and over, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




















































































































































































































































































































































Table 4. Number of persons 17 years of age and over by age and yeara of completed education and percent distribution of persona 17 yeara of age
and over by respondent-assessed heslth stetus, according to age and years of completad education: United States, 1978—Con.
[Data are based on household intewiews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The suwey design, general quelificationa, and information on ths reliability of the estimstes
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
All Respondent-assessed health status
persons
Age end years of completed education 17 years All Excellent Fair
of age health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
and over statuses good poor
Number in
65 years of age and over thousanda Percent distribution 1 Percent diatributionz
Alleducational levela3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,788 100.0 69.7 30.3 28.0 41.4 21.5 8.6
Co education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489 100.0 49.6 50.4 15.7 33.3 24.1 25.6
l-8 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,371 100.0 62.5 37.5 21.2 41,0 26,2 11.1
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,446 100.0 69.2 30.8 27.3 41,4 23.6 7.0
12yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,874 100.0 78.3 21,7 33.9 43.7 16.6 4.9
13-15 yesrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,969 100.0 78.1 21.9 36.7 41.0 17.1 4.7
16yeara and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,809 100.0 84.4 15.7 44.6 39.0 11.2 4.3
1Excludespersonawith haalth stetus nOt ssaessed.
Zlncludes persons with heslth ststus nOt asseased.
Bl”cl”des ~eraons with unknown yeara of completed educstion.
NOTE The appropriate reletive standard errors of the estimetes shown in this table are found in appendix L figures I and 11,
28
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Table 5. Number of persons 17 years of age and over by family incoma and yeara of completed education and percent distribution of persona
17 years of age and over by reapondant-asaaaaed health ststua, according to family income and yeara of completed education: United States, 1978
[Data are baasd on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The suwey design, general qualifications, and information on tha reliability of the estimates
ara given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms sre given in appendix 11]
All Respondent-assessed health status
persons
Family income and years of completed education 17 years All Excellent Fair
of age health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
and over statuses good poor
All family incomes
All educational levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Coeducation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n yeara . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16yesrs and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Under $5,000
All educational levels........,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . 0,, ...,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16years andovar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$5,000-$9,999
Alleducatlonal levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8 yeara, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12yesra,. ,,,, ,. ..,, ,, . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yeara. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$10,000-$14,999
All educational levels, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Noeducstion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-f3 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$16,000-$24,999
Alleducational levela . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-8 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . ,, .,.!...,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12yaars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16 years and over, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown, , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number in

































































































































































































































































































































See footnotes at end of table.
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Table5. Number ofpersona 17yeara ofageand over by family income andyears ofcompletad education andpercent distribution of parsons
17 yaara of aga snd over by respondent-assessed health status, according to family income and years of completad education: United Ststes, 1978—Con,
[Data are based on householdinterviews of the civilisn noninstitutionalizedpopulation.The survey design, general qualifkstiona, and information on the reliability of ths astimatss
are given in appendix 1.Definitions of terms sre given in appendix 11]
All Respondent-assessed health status
persons
Family income and years of completed education 17 years All Excellqrt Fair
of age health or or Excellent Good Fair Poor
and over statuses good poor
$25,000 and over
Alleducationsl levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Noaducation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l-8yesra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 yeara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16yeara snd over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown family income
Alleducational levela . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Co education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-8 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-n years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
13-15 yaara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16yesra and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Number in
thousands Percent distribution Percent distribution































●60.7 *42.9 *39.3 ●21 .4
77.8 22.3 34.3 43.3
91.2 8.8 52.8 38.1
93.2 6.8 55.2 37.8
94.6 5.4 64.3 30.1
95.4 4.6 65.2 29.6
85.4 14.6 50.6 31.9
80.5 19.5 36.3 43.1
59.7 40.3 *1 7.5 38.0
63.8 36.2 19.6 43.4
79.1 20.9 30.6 47.7
85.9 14.1 40.4 44.7
91.0 9.0 50.9 39.1
91.0 9.0 56.9 33.8

































1~xcl”dea personswith health atatua nOtasaessed.
21nclude~~arsons with health status nOt assessed
NOTE The appropriate relative standard errors of the eatimetes shown in this table are found in sppendix 1,figures I snd Il.
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Table 6. Percent of persons 17 yesrs of age and over assessed in fair or poor health snd number of persons 17 years of age and ovar, by age,
yeera of completed educetion, sex, race, family income, and marital status United States, 1978
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian ntminatitutimwlized populaticm. The autvey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are givcm in appendix 1.OefinitiOns of terms are given in appendix II]
17-44 yeers of age 45-64 years of age 65 years of age and over
All
persons Years of completed education Years of comple?ed education
Years of completed
Marital status by sex, 17 years education


















Percent of persons assessed in fair or poor healthz
All marital etatuaea3. . . .
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
widowed. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated. . .
SEX
Male
Married, . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated. . .
Female
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated . . .
RACE
White
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowed. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated . . .
Black
Married .,........,,..
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated. . .
FAMILY INCOME
Under $15,000
Married, . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married, , , ., ., .,
Wldowedi . . . . . . . . . . . .
IXvorced or separated. . .
$15,000 and over
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married . . . . . . . . .
Widowed, . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated, . .
All marital statusea3. . . .
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Navar married, . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated. . .





























































































































































































































































Number of persons in thousands2
31,147 43,403 15,556 16,748
18,896 34,154 11,588 13,699
9,859 2,118 811 609
150 3,380 1,581 1,157










































































































































Table 6. Percent of peffiona 17 yaara of age and over assesaed in fair or poor health and number of persona 17 years of age and over, by age,
yeara of completed education, sex, race, family income, and marital status United States, 1978—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninatitutionalizedpopulation.The survey design, ganeral qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
17-44 years of age 45-64 years of age 65 years of age and over
All
persons Years of completed education Yeers of completed education
Years of completed
Marital status by sex, 17 years
education





















Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oivorced or separated. . .
Famale
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or saparated. . .
RACE
White
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married . . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated. . .
Black
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or aeparatad. . .
FAMILY INCOME
Under $15,000
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowad . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Divorced or separated. . .
$15,000 and over
Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Never married. . . . . . . . .
Widowed . . . . . . . . . . . . .


































































































































































































































































































1 ,ncludea persons with unk~own education.
z~xclude~ ~erSo”S with health statua nOtmsessed.
sl”clude~ ~erSonSwith unknown marital status and family income.
NOTE The appropriate relative standard errors of the estimates shown in this table are found in appendix 1, figures I and Il.
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Table 7, Percent of persons 17 years of age and over asaesaed in fair or poor health and number of persons 17 years of age and over, by age,
yeara of completed education, sex. race, family income, and usual activit~ United States, 1978
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population, The suwey daaign, general qualification, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appandix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
17-44years of age 45-64 years of age 6!7 years of age and over
All
persons Years of completed educetion Years of completed education
Years of completed
Usual activity by sex, 17 years edtrcetion





















Percent of parsona asaessed in fair or poor healthz
All usual activitiea3 . . . .
Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keeping house4 , ., , , .,
Attending school . . . . . .































































Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . .,
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
8.9 6.3 12.9 5.7 3.5 13.4 21.4 10.8 7.4 17.7 23.1 14.4
4.3 4.1 4.8 4.1 3.3 *19.2 *31 .6 *. ‘29.0 “1 0.0 ●22.2 ●12.5
39.6 30.4 37.9 24.8 20.7 57.7 65.8 50.0 39.7 33.8 40.0 27.1
Female
Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keeping house4 . . . . . . .
Attending school ., . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
10.2 7.9 16.6 7.6 4.9 14,7 24.1 12.1 8.9 14,2 26.0 9.2
22.0 13.3 24.6 9.7 5.6 27.3 41.5 17.9 14.2 29.3 37.0 23.1
6.8 6.5 8.8 5.2 5.0 ●12.5 ●28.6 *9.5 ●12.1 “31 .9 *59.1 “11.8



















































Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keaping house4 ., . . . . .
Attending school , . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keaping houae4 . . . . . . .
Attending echool , , . . . .



















































Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keaping house4 .,...,.
Attending school . . . , . .


















































Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kaaping houaa4, . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . . .
















































Number of persona in thousands2
All usual activitiea3 . . . . 31,147 43,403 15,556 16,748
21,961 27,307 8,418 10,759
3,642 11,644 4,860 4,747
4,972 184 40 57








































Working, . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keeping house4 . . . . . . .
Attending school , . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 7. Percent of persons 17 years of age and over asaessed in fair or poor health and number of persons 17 years of age and over, by age,
years of completed education, sex, race, family income, and usual sctivity United States, 1978—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualification, and information cmthe reliability of the aatimatea
are given in appendix L Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
17-44 years of age 45-64 years of aga 66 years of age and over
All
persons Years of completed education Years of comple?ed education
Years of completed
Usual activity by sex. 17 years
education


















Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Female
Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keeping house4 . . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
RACE
White
Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kaeping house4 . . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keeping house4 . . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FAMILY INCOME
Under $15,000
Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keeping house4. . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15,000 and over
Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kaaping house4. . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . . .






















































































































































































































































































1Includes persons with unknown education.
2Excludes persons with health status IIOtassessacl.
S,”cludea perSonS with “nk”o’wn usual activity and family income.
4Aaked only of femalea,
NOTE The appropriate relative standard errors of the estimates ahown in this table are found in appendix 1, figures I and Il.
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Table 8. Percent of persons 17 years of age and over aaaessed in fair or poor health and number of persons 17 yeers of age and over, by age,
years of completed education, sax, race, family income, and labor force and current employment status United States, 1978
[Dma are based on household intewiews of the civilian noninstituticmalized population. The survey design, general qualificaticma, and informstimr cm the reliability of the estimates
are given in sppendix 1. Definiti6na of terms ara given in sppendix Ii]
17-44years of age 45-64 years of age 65 years of age and over
All
Labor force and currant persons Years of completed education Years of completed aducation
Years of completed
employment status by 77 years
education
sex, race, and of age


















Percent of parsons assessed in fair or poor hea[thz
All labor force and current




























































Inthe labor force .,, ,,, ,, . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .
Not in the Iaborforce, . . . . . . . .
SEX
Male
Inthe labor force . . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed ... ,..
Currently unemployed . . . .
Not in the Iebor force. . . . . . . . .
8.8 6.1 11,8 5.6 3.4 73.8 22.3 11.2 7.4 17.0 22.4
8,6
13.6
5.7 11.2 5.5 3.2 13.4 21.8 10.7 7.4 17.2 22.7 13.5
15.2 12.5 16.8 9.1 8.5 25.3 31.2 24.7 *1O.3 *12.5 *1 3.8 “12.1
33.8 15.5 19.9 17.8 8.5 56.6 65.2 49.2 43.0 34.6 40.5 28.1
Female
Inthe labor force . . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .
Not in the Iabor force. . . . . . . . .
10.0 7.9 15.7 7.5 4.6 14.7 24.9 11.7 8.8 15.6
9.7
25.0 11.4
7.6 14.9 7.4 4.4 14.4 24.3 11.3 8.9 15.8 24.6 11.7
13.4 11.9 20.7 9.1 7.1 21.7 36.4 21.1 *7.4 *12.3 *33.3 *7.5



















































Inthe labor force, . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .
Not in the Iaborforce. , , . . . . . .
Black
Inthe labor force, . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .



















































Inthe labor force ., . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currantly unemployed . . . .


















































Inthe labor force . . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed , . . .

















































Number of Dersona in”thousandsz
All lsbor force and current
employment statuees3. , . . . .
Intha labor force . . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .
















35.807 31,147 43,403 15,556 16,748
25,817 28,593 8,918 11,304
24,557 27,515 8,492 10,935
1,250 1,078 426 369
5,330 14,810 6,638 5,444





















See footnotes at end of teble.
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Table 8. Percent of persons 17 years of ege and over aaseased in fair or poor health and number of persons 17 yesrs of sge and over, by age,
years of completed education, sex, race, family income, and Isbor force and current employment atattm United States, 1978—Con.
[Dsta are based on householdintewiews of the civilian noninstitutionalizedpopulstiorr,The survey design, gensral qualifications, and information on the rslisbility of ths estimatas
are givan in sppendix 1, Definitions of terms ara given in sppendix H]
17-44 years of age 45-64 years of age 65 years of We and over
All
Labor foroe arrd current persons Years of completed education Yews of completed education
Years of complatad
employment status by 17 years
aducation
sex. race, and of age





















Irtthe labor force . . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .
Not in the Iaborforce. , . . . . . . .
Female
Irtthe labor force . . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .
Not in the Iaborforce, . . . . . . . .
RACE
White
Inthe labor force, . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed ., ..,.
Currently unemployed . . . .
Not in the Iaborforoe. . . . . . . . .
Black
Irithelabor force . . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .
Not in the Iaborforce. . . . . . . . .
FAMILY INCOME
Under $15,000
Inthe labor force, . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed , . . .
Not in the Iaborforce. . . . . . . . .
$15,000 snd over
Irtthe labor force . . . . . . . . . . . .
Currently employed . . . . . .
Currently unemployed . . . .


























































































































































































































1 Includes persons with unknown education.
2Excl”d@*perSOnS with healtli MatUS not ●smd.
sj”c,”d~~ parsons with unknown fsmil~ income.
NOTE The appropriate relstiwr standard arror$ of the estimates shown in thi$ table are found in appendix 1, figures I and Il.
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T@ble 9. Percent of persons 17 years of age and over in the labor force assessed in fair or poor health and number of persons 17 yesrs of sge snd over
in the Isbor foroe, by age, years of completed educstion, sex, race, family income, and occupation and type of occupation: United Statea, 1978
[Data we bsmd on housshold interviews of ths civilian rmninstitutionalizedpopulation.The survey dssign, genetal qualifications, and informationon tha raliaMlitY of the estimate*
●e given in appendix 1.Definitions of tatms are given in appendix 11]
All
17-44 yeara of age 45-64 years of age
persons
Years of completed education Years of completed education
65 years
Occupation and type of occupation 17 years of age






yearsl 12 years yaarsl 12 years
12 years than
12 years 12 yaara
Alloccupatlons3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White coller. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Professional, technitial, and
kindred workera. . . . . . . . . . . .
Managers end adminiatratora,
except farm ..o. o..,.,. ,,. .
Seles workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Clericsl end kindred workers . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Craftsmen and kindrad
workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Operatives, except
transportation $. . . . .. o.....
Tranaportstion equipment
operative, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Laborers, except farm . . . . . ., . .
Fsrm (fsrmers end all types of
farmworkers) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Service workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEX
Male
White collsr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fsrmsnd senrice..., . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Female
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm andaervice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
RACE
White
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
81uecollar, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm andsewice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blsck
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm andaewice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FAMILY INCOME
Under $15,000
White oollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farrnand aewice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$1 S,000 and over
White collar . i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ftrmand sewice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

























































































































































































































































































































Table 9. Parcent of persons 17 yeara of age and over in the labor force asseasad in fair or poor health and number of persona 17 years of age and over
in tha labor force, by age, yaars of complated education, sex, rata, family incoma, and occupation and type of occupation: United States, 1978—Con.
[Data are based on household intewiews of the civilian noninstitutionalizadpopulation.The survey design, general qualification, and informationon the reliability Ofthe estimatas
are given in appendix 1.Definitions of tarms sre given in appendix H]
All
17-44 yews of age 45-64 years of age
persons
Occupation and type of occupation 17 yaars
Years of completad education Years of completed education
66 years






over Under All Under
More
yi?ara~
12 years than 12 years
over
12 years yearsl 12 years
than
12 years 12 years
Alloccupations3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Whita collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Professional, technical, and
kindred workers . . . . . . . . . . . .
Managera and adminiatrators,
except farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sales workera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Clerical and kindred workers . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Craftamen and kindred
workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Operatives, except
transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Transportation equipment
operatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Laborers, excapt farm . . . . . . . . .
Farm (farmers and all typea of
farmworkera) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Service workere . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEX
Male
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm and sewice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Female
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm and service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
RACE
White
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm andaewice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm and sewice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FAMILY INCOME
Under $15,000
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .
Blue -collar..................,.. ,
Farm andaewice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,
$15,000 and over
White collar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue -colla r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
























































































































































































































































































































1 lnclude~ persons with unknown education.
2Excl”dea persons with health status not assessed.
sl”clude~ perSo”S with unknown occupation, type of occupation, and family incOme.
NOTE The appropriate relative standard errors of the estimates shown in this table are found in eppendix 1, figures I and Il.
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Table 10. Percent of persons 17 years of sge and over in the labor force asseesed in fair or poor heslth and number of persons 17 years of age and over
in the labor force, by age, yeera of completed education, sex, race, family income, and type of employer United Statea, 1978
[Data are based on householdinterviews of the civilian noninatitutionalizedpopulation.The survey design, general qualifications,and informationon the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix 1.Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
All
17-44 years of age 45-64 years of age
persons
Type of employer by sex, 17 years
Years of completed education Years of completed education
65 years
of age
race, and family income and
More
and









Percent of persona aaaessed in fair or poor healthz
All types of employers. . . . . . . . . . . .
Private industry, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Salf-employed, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEX
Male
Private lnduatry, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Female
Private industry, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Salf.employed, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
RACE
White
Private industry ., ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
Private induatry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employ ed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FAMILY INCOME
Under $15,000
Private industry ., .,, ., . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self. employed ., ., .,, . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15,000 and over
Private industry ., .,, . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government, ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,





















































































































5.5 3.3 13.8 21.3 10.5 7.0 18.3
6.8 3.6 13.7 24.7 14.1 7.5 *11.7
6.2 3.6 14.0 24.7 11.1 8.1 16.1
7.4 4.5 15.4 25.0 11.2 9.2 14.9
6.1 4.6 13.0 23.1 14.1 8.9 *1 6.5





























































Number of persons in thouaands2
All types of amployera3, . . . . . . . . . . .
Private induatry ., .,, . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEX
Mala
Private industry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self. employad ..,.,...........,..
Femala
Privete induatry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government. . ., ., ., . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .








































































Table 10. Percent of persons 17 yeara of age and over in the labor force asseaaed in fair or poor health and number of persons 17 years of age and over
in the labor forse, by age, yeara of completed education, sex, race, family income, and wPe of emPloYen United Statea, 1978—Con.
[Dsta are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, genersl qualifications, and information on ths reliability of the eatlmatas
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
All
17-44 years of age 45-64 years of age
persons
Years of completed education Years of completed education
65 years
Type of employer by sex, 17 years of age














Private induatty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
Private industry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FAMILY INCOME
Under $15,000
Private induetry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Self-employed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15,000 end over
Private induatry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


























































































































1 fnclude~ persons with unknown education.
2~xeludea persons with health Et’dtUE nOt eaaes$ed.
31ncl”dea pe,sOns with unknown type of emplOyer and famiW incOme.
NOTE The appropriate relative standard errors of the estimates shown in this table are found in appendix 1, figures 1 and Il.
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Tabla 11. Percent of persons 17 yesra of age and over in the labor force aaaessed in fair or poor health and number of persons 17 yeara of age and over
in the labor force, by age, years of completed education, type of occupation, and industry United States, 1978
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalizedpopulation.The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix L Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
17-44 years of age 45-64 years of age
All
persons Years of completed education Years of completed education
65 years










12 years 12 years
Allinduatries3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Agriculture, forestry, and
fisheries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Manufacturing .,.,....,,..,.,.,..
Transportation end public
utilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Finance, insurance, and
real eatate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...1.
Services and miacellaneoua . . . . . . . .




fiaheriea,,,,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mining, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Manufacturing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Trenaportation end public
utilities, ,, .,,..,,,,,...,..,.. ,
Trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Finance, insurance, and
real eatate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Services and miacellaneoua . . . . . . . .
Public administration ., , ., , , , , . . . .
Blue collar
Agriculture, forest~, snd
fisheries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...’. . . .
Manufacturing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Transportation and public
utilitiaa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Finance, Insurance, and
real estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sarvicea and miscellaneous . . . . . . . .
Public administration . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Allinduatriea3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Agriculture, forestry, and
fiahariea,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Construction, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Manufacturing ..,...,.,.,..,..,,,
Transportation and public
utilitiaa, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Finance, insurance, and
real estata . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sarvices and miscellaneous . . . . . . . .































































































































































































































































































































































































See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 11. Percent of persons 17 years of age and over in the Isbor force asaessed in fair or poor health and number of persons 17 years of age and over
in the labor force, by age, years of completed education, type of occupation, and industry United States, 1978—Con.
[Data are based on household intewiews of the civilian noninstitutionalizedpopulation.The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms ara given in appendix 11]
17-44years of age 45-64 years of age
All
persons Years of completed education Yeers of completed education
65 years




All Urrdar All Under
More
over 12 years than
ovar
yearsl 12 years yearsf 12 years
12 years than




fisheries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Manufacturing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Transportation and public
utilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Finance, insurance, and
real estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Services and miscellaneous. ., . . . . .
Public administration . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blue collsr
Agriculture, forestry. and
fisheries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Manufacturing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Transportation and public
utilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Finance, insurance, and
real estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Services and miscellaneous . . . . . . . .






















































































































































































1 l“cl”des ~erao”s with unknown education.
2 ~xc\udeS ~erSOnS with health statUS not assessed.
31nc1udeS p8rso”s with unknown occupation and industw.
4~xci”deS sewice workers and farmworkers and firemen.
NOTE The appropriate ralative standard errors of the estimates shown in this table are found in appendix 1, figures I and II.
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Table 12. Percent of persons assessed in fair or poor health and number of persons, by age, years of completed education, race, fsmily income, and
geographic region: United States, 1978
[Data ●re based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The suwey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the estimates
are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]





----- 1 .6 ------ t 12
Under Yesrs of completed education Years of completed education
Years of completad
Geographic region by All 17
education
















All geographic regions3. .
Northeast ...,......,.,
North Central . . . . . . . . . .
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
West,, ,,, .,, ,,, ,., . . .
81ack
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . .
North Central . . . . . . . . . .




Northeast . .,, ,,, ,. ...,
North Central . . . . . . . . . .
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
West. .,, . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15,000 and over
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . .
North Central, .,,,.....
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
we ft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
All geographic regions3. .
Northeast, ,,, ,., ,. .,,.
North Central..,....,,,
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
West. .,, . . . . . . . . . . . . .
RACE
White
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . .
North Central,,,,,;.,.,
South ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Waft. , ..,.........,.,
Black
Nonheaat, . . . . . . . . . . . .
North Central.......,..
South, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .






























































































































































































































Number of persons in thousands
35.807 31,147 43.403 15,556 16,748 10,22B
8,125 6,985 10,680 3,854 4,196 2,369
10,792 8,419 11,146 3,890 4,740 2,315
11,034 8,573 13,944 5,928 4,735 2,994
5,856 7,170 7,633 1,884 3,076 2,530
7,317 6,387 8,724 3,344 3,952 2.242
9,918 7,672 10,294 3,423 4,506 2,181
9,016 7,440 11,792 4,462 4,343 2,761
5,269 6,382 6,946 1,660 2,807 2,369
749 448 891 474 232 136
861 632 830 463 231 119
1,958 1,026 2,092 1,413 361 219



































Sss fcotnotes st end of table,
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Tabla 12. Percent of persons assessed in fair or poor health snd number of persons, by sge, years of completed education, race, family income, and
geographic region: United States, 1978—Con.
[Data are based on household Interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the aatlmmes
are given in appandix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
17-44 years of age 45-64 years of age 65 years of age and over
Under Years of completed education Years of completed education
Years of completed
Geographic region by All 17
education
race and family income parsons years
More


















Under $15,000 Number of persons in thousanda2
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . .
North Central . . . . . . . . . .
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15,000 snd over
Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . .
North Central . . . . . . . . . .
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

































3,966 2,072 1#395 413 3,662 1,714 1,860
4.042 2,028 1,572 397 4,279 2,130 2,061
6,322 3,729 1,804 662 5,368 2,869 2,367
2,669 1,023 1,101 514 2,637 1,023 1,572
5,450 1,318 2,310 1,770 1,053 268 722
5,611 1,425 2,610 1,715 827 258 544
5,791 1,332 2,375 2,033 1,010 209 755
4,224 658 1,661 1,856 594 94 465
1 Includes parsons with unknown education.
2!&cl”de~ perSon3 with health status not asseased.
31ncl”dea persona with unknown family income.
NOTE The appropriate relative standard errors of the astimates shown in this table are found in appendix 1, figures I and Il.
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Table 13. Percent of persons assessed in fair or poor health and number of persons, by age, years of completed educetion, race, family income, and
place of residence United Statea, 1978
[Data are based on household intewiews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design. general qualification, and information on the reliability of the estimatea
are given in appendix 1.Definitions of tarms are given in appendix 11]
17-44years of age 45-64 years of age 65 years of age and over
Under Years of complated education Years of complated education
Yeara of completed
Geographic region by All 77
edvcation
race and family income persons years
More
















All places of residence3, ,
SMSA
In central city. . . . . .
Outside of central
city . . . . . . . . . . . .
Outside of SMSA. . . . . . .
Nonfarm, . . . . . . . . . . . . .




In central city. . . . . .
Outaida of central
city . . . . . . . . . . . .
Outside of SMSA. . . . . . .
Nonfarm . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
SMSA:
In central city, ., , , .
Outside of central
city . . . . . . . . . . . .




In central city. . . . . .
Outside of central
city . . . . . . . . . . . .
Outside of SMSA. . . . . . .




In central city. . . . . .
Outside of central
city . . . . . . . . . . . .
Outside of SMSA. . . . . . .
All places of reaidence3 . .
SMSA
In central city. . . . . .
Outside of centrel
city, . . . . . . . . . . .
Outside of SMSA. . . . . . .

































































































































































































































Numbar of persons in thousandaz
35,807 31,147 43.403 15,556 16,748
8,990 9,506 12,541 4,818 4,414
14,986 14.575 17,427 4,982 7,173
11,831 7,066 13,435 5,756 5,160
10,742 6,657 11,739 5,040 4,430

















































































































See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 13, Percent of persons aasesaed in fair or poor health and number of persona, by age, years of completed education, race, fsmily income, and
place of residencw United Statea, 1978—Con.
[Data ●re based on hor.whold inttwiews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. Tha aurvay design, genaral qualification, and information on tha reliability of tha estlmatas
are givan in appendix 1. Dafinitiona of tsrma ara given in appendix 11]
17-44 years of age 45-64 years of age 65 years of age and over
Under Years of completed education Years of completed education
Years of completed
Geographic region by All 17
education
race and family income persons years




All than All than All
Under 9 yaars
12











In central city.. ,,..
Outside of central
airy . . . . . . . . . . . .
Outside of SMSA... . . . .
Nonferm., . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Black
SMSA
In central aity. . . . . .
Outaide of central
City . . . . . . . . . . . .




In central city. ..,..
Outside of central
city . . . . . . . . . . . .
Outside of SMSA. . . . . . .
Nonfarm . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$15,000 and over
SMSA
In central city. . . . . .
Outside of central
city . . . . . . . . . . . .


















































































































































































1 lncfudea paraona with unknown aducation.
2E~~luda# psrsonswith hsalth ●tatua I)Ot aaaaaard
S[ncludea paraons with unknown famih income.
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This report is one of a series of statistical reports
prepared by the National Center for Health Statistics
(NCHS). It is based on information collected in a con-
tinuing nationwide sample of households in the National
Health Interview Survey (NHIS).
In this survey a questionnaire is used to obtain
information on personal and demographic character-
istics, illnesses, injuries, impairments, chronic condi-
tions, and other health topics. As data relating to each of
these topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate re-
ports that cover one or more of the specific topics are
issued.
The population covered by the sample for NHIS is
the civilian noninstitutionalized population of the United
States. The sample does not include members of the
Armed Forces or U.S. nationals living in foreign coun-
tries. It should also be noted that the estimates shown do
not represent a complete measure of any given topic
during the specified calendar period because data are
not collected for persons who died during the reference
period. For many types of statistics collected in the
survey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks prior to
the interview week. For such a short period, the contri-
bution by decedents to a total inventory of conditions or
services should be very small. However, the contribu-
tion by decedents during a long reference period (for
example, 1 year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.
Statistical design of the
National Health Intetview Survey
General plan
The sampling plan of the survey is based on a multi-
stage probability design that permits a continuous sam-
pling of the civilian noninstitutionalized population of
the United States. The sample is designed in such away
that the sample of households interviewed each week is
representative of the target population and that weekly
samples are additive over time. This feature of the de-
sign permits both continuous measurement of charac-
teristics of samples and more detailed analysis of less
common characteristics and smaller categories of health-
related items. The continuous collection has adminis-
trative and operational advantages as well as technical
assets because it permits fieldwork to be handled by an
experienced, stable staff.
The overall sample was designed so that tabulations
can be provided for each of the four major geographic
regions and for selected places of residence in the United
States.
The first stage of the sample design consists of
drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling units (PSU’S)
from approximately 1,900 geographically defined
PSU’S. A PSU consists of a county, a small group of
contiguous counties, or a standard metropolitan statis-
tical area. The PSU’S collectively cover the 50 States
and the District of Columbia.
With no loss in general understanding, the remain-
ing stages can be combined and treated in this discus-
sion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU’S, then, ultimate
stage units, called segments, are defined in such a man-
ner that each segment contains an expected six house-




Area segments, which are defined geographically.
List segments, using 1970 census registers as the
frame.
Permit se~ments, using updated lists of building
permits is;ued in”SampiePSU’S since 1970. -
Census address listings were used for all areas of the
country where addresses were well defined and could be
used to locate housing units. In general, the list frame
included the larger urban areas of the United States,
from which about two-thirds of the NHIS sample house-
holds were selected.
The usual NHIS sample consists of approximately
12,000 segments containing about 50,000 assigned
48
households, of which 9,000 were vacant, demolished,
or occupied by persons not in the scope of the survey.
The 41,000 eligible occupied households yield a prob-
ability sample of about 120,000 persons.
Descriptive material has already been publisheds,g
on data collection, field procedures, and questionnaire
development in the NHIS; a detailed description of the
sample designlo and a report on the estimation pro-
cedure and the method used to calculate sampling errors
of estimates derived from the surveyl 1 have also been
published.
Collection of data
Field operations for the survey are performed by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census under specifications estab-
lished by NCHS. In accordance with these specifica-
tions the Bureau of the Census participates in survey
planning, selects the sample, and conducts the field
interviewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are coded,
edited, and tabulated by NCHS.
Estimating procedures
Because the design of NHIS is a complex multi-
stage probability sample, it is necessary to use complex






Injlation by the recijwocal of the probability of
selection.—The probability of selection is the product
of the probabilities of selection from each step of
selection in the design (PSU, segment, and hou.ie-
hold).
Nonresponse adjustment. —The estimates are in-
flated by a multiplication factor that has as its numer-
ator the number of sample households in a given
segment and as its denominator the number of house-
holds interviewed in that segment.
First-stage ratio adjustment.— Sampling theory in-
dicates that the use of auxiliary information that is
highly correlated with the variables being estimated
improves the reliability of the estimates. To reduce
the variability between PSU’S within a region, the
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1970 populations
within 12 race-residence classes.
Poststratification by age-sex-race. —The estimates
are ratio adjusted within each of 60 age-sex-race
cells to an independent estimate of the population of
each cell for the survey period. These independent
estimates are prepared by the U.S. Bureau of the
Census. Both the first-stage and poststratified ratio
adjustments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit (per-
son, household, condition, and hospitalization).
NOTE: A list of references followsthe text.
The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to make
the sample more closely representative of the civilian
noninstitutionalized population by age, sex, race, and
residence, which thereby reduces sampling variance.
As noted, each week’s sample represents the popu-
lation living during that week and characteristics of the
population. Consolidation of samples over a time period
(for example, a calendar quarter) produces estimates of
average characteristics of the U.S. population for the
calendar quarter. Similarly, population data for a year
are averages of the four quarterly figures.
For prevalence statistics, such as number of per-
sons with speech impairments or number of persons
classified by time interval since last physician visit,
figures are first calculated for each calendar quarter by
averaging estimates for all weeks of interviewing in the
quarter. Prevalence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterly figures.
Forothertypes of statistics—namely those measur-
ing the number of occurrences during a specified time
period-such as incidence of acute conditions, number
of disability days, or number of visits to a doctor or
dentist, a similar computational procedure is used, but
the statistics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s experience
over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the week of interview.
In such instances the estimated quarterly total for the
statistic is 6.5 times the average 2-week estimate pro-
duced by the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four quarters.
Thus the experience of persons interviewed during a
year—experience that actually occurred for each per-
son in a 2-calendar-week interval prior to week of inter-
view—is treated as though it measured the total of such




Data were adjusted for nonresponse by a procedure
that imputes to persons in a household who were not
interviewed the characteristics of persons in households
in the same segment who were interviewed.
Interview process
The statistics presented in this report are based on
replies obtained in interviews with persons in the sample
households. Each person 19 years of age and over
present at the time of interview was interviewed indi-
vidually. For children and for adults not present in the
home at the time of the interview, the information was
obtained from a related household member such as a
spouse or the mother of a child.
There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic
and other information collected in household interviews.
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For diagnostic information, the household respcmdalt
can usually pass onto the interviewer only the informa-
tion the physician has given to the family. For condi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic information is
often no more than a description of symptoms. However,
other facts, such as the number of disability days caused
by the condition, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source, be-
cause only the persons concerned are in a position to
report this information.
Rounding of numbers
The original tabulations on which the data in this
report are based shcw ?11estimates to the nearest whole
unit. All consolidations were made from the original
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest unit. In the
final published tables, the figures are rounded to the
nearest thousand, although these are not necessarily
accurate to that detail. Devised statistics such as rates
and percent distributions are computed after the esti-
mates on which these are based have been rounded to
the nearest thousand.
Population figures
Some of the published tables include population
figures for specified categories. Except for certain over-
all totals by age, sex, and race, which are adjusted to
independent estimates, these figures are based on the
sample of households in the NHIS. These are given
primarily to provide denominators for rate computa-
tion, and for this purpose are more appropriate for use
with the accompanying measures of health character-
istics than other population data that may be available.
With the exception of the overall totals by age, sex, and
race, the population figures differ from figures (derived
from different sources) published in reports of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census. Official population estimates are
presented in U.S. Bureau of the Census reports in Series
P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Reliability of estimates
Because the statistics presented in this report are
based on a sample. they will differ somewhat from the
figures that would have been obtained had a complete
census been taken using the same schedules. instruc-
tions, and interviewing personnel and procedures.
As !n any survey. the results are also subject to
reporting and processing errors and errors due to nonre-
sponse. To the extent possible. these types of errors
were kept to a minimum by methods built into survey
procedures. 1Z Although it is very difficult to measure
the extent of bias in the NHIS. a number of studies have
been conducted to study this problem. The results have
been published in several reports.1~-lb
NOTE: A list of references folbws the text.
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The standard error is primarily a measure of samp-
ling variability: that is. the variations that might occur
by chance because only a sample of the population is
surveyed. As calculated for this report, the standard
error also reflects part of the variation that arises in the
measurement process. It does not include estimates of
any biases that might be in the data. The chances are
about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the sample
would differ from a complete Ceilsus by less than the
standard error. The chances are about 95 out of 100 that
the difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be less than
2% times as large.
Standard error charts
The relative standard error of an estimate is ob-
tained by dividing the standard error of the estimate by
the estimate itself and is expressed as a percent of the
estimate. For this report, asterisks are shown for any
cell with more than a 30-percent relative standard error,
Included in this appendix are graphs from which the
relative standard errors can be determined for estimates
shown in the report. To derive relative errors appli-
cable to a wide variety of heahh statistics and at moder-
ate cost. a number of approximations were required. As
a result. the graphs provide an estimate of the relative
standard error rather than the precise error for any
specific aggregate or percent.
Three classes of statistics for the health survey are




Narrow range. —This class consists of(1) statistics
that estimate a population attribute; for example,
the number of persons in a particular income group,
and (2) statistics for which the measure for a single
individual during the reference period used in data
collection is usually either Oto 1, and, on occasion,
m~~ take on the value 2, or, very rarely, 3.
Medium range. —This class consists of other sta-
tistics for which the measure for a single individual
during the reference period used in data collection
will rarely lie outside the range O to 5.
Wide range. —This class consists of statistics for
which the ‘measure for a single individual during the
reference period used in data collection can range
from Oto a number in excess of 5: for example, the
number of days of bed disability.
In addition to classifying variables according to
whether they are narrow, medium, or wide range, sta-
tistics in the survey are further classified as to whether
they are based on a reference period of 2 weeks, 6
months. or 12 months.
Determination of relative standard errors
The following rules will enable the reader to deter-
mine approximate relative standard errors from the
graphs for estimates presented in this report. These
graphs represent standard errors of NHIS data. They





Estimates of aggregates: Approximate relative
standard errors for estimates of aggregates such as
the number of persons with a given characteristic
are obtained from figure I. The number of persons in
the total U.S. population or in an age-sex-race class
of the total population is adjusted to ofilcial U.S.
Bureau of the Census figures and is not subject to
sampling error.
Estimates ofpercent in a percent distribution: Rel-
ative standard errors for percent in a percent distri-
bution of a total are obtained from appropriate
curves, figure II. For values that do not fall on one of
the curves presented, visual interpolation will pro-
vide a satisfactory approximation.
Estimates of rates when the numerator is a sub-
class of the denominator: This rule applies for prev-
alence rates or when a unit of the numerator occurs,
with few exceptions, only once in the year for any
one unit in the denominator. For example, in com-
puting the rate of visual impairments per 1,000
population, the numerator consisting of persons
with the impairment is a subclass of the denom-
inator, which includes all persons in the population.
Such rates, if converted to rates per 100, may be
4.
treated as though they were percents and the relative
standard errors obtained from the percent graphs for
population estimates. Rates per 1,000, or on any
other base, must first be converted to rates per 100;
then the percent chart will provide the relative stand-
ard error per 100.
Estimates ofdl~ference between two statistics (such
as mean, rate, and tota~: The standard error of a
difference is approximately the square root of the
sum of the squares of each standard error consid-




ad= <(xl Vxly + (X2VX2)2
whereX1 is the estimate for class 1,X2 is the estimate
for class 2, and VX1and VX2are the relative errors of
X1 andX2, respectively. This formula will represent
the actual standard error quite accurately for the
difference between separate and uncorrelated char-
acteristics, although it is only a rough approxima-
tion inmost other cases. The relative standard error
of each estimate involved in such a difference can be






















































A 2 3 456789A 2 3 456789A 2 3 456769A 2 3 456789A 2 3 456789A
10 100 1,000 10,000 100,000 1,000,000
Size of estimate (in thousanda)
lThis cuwe represents estimates of relative standard errors based on4 quarters of data collection fornarrowrange estimates of population characteristics or narrow range estimates of aggregates using a 12-month reference
period.
Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000.000 persons with annual family income of $15,000 ormore. or 10,000,000 persons who were hospitalized one or more timesin the past year(on scale at bottom of chart) has a
re[at!ve standard error of 1.7 percent [read from sca[eat Ieftside of chart), ora standard errorof 170,000 (1.7 percent of 10,000,000).
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A 23 456789A 2 3 4 56789A 2 3 456789
1 10 100
Estimated percent
1Thesa curves represent estimates of relatwe standard errors of percents of populatmn char. xter!sl,cs based cm 4 qwar?ers of data collection for narrow range
ostlmntes,
NOTE: Bme of percent shown on cuwes in millions
&8t77pk! Of US.5of chart: An estimate of 20 percent [on scale at bottom of than] based on an est,mate of 10.000,000 has a relatwe standard error of 36 percent (read from
thoscc+leattheleftsldeo fchart),the polntatwhich thecurvefora ba.seof 10,000,000 intersects theverucal llnefor20percent Thestandarderrorm percent lsequalto20
percent X 3,6 percent, or 0.72 percent.
Figure Il. Relative standard errors of percents of population characterist]csl
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IL Definitions of terms
Age. —Age is recorded as of the person’s last birthday.
Race. —Race is recorded according to interviewers’
observations of whether a person is “white,” “black,”
or “other.”
Education. —The categories of educational status
show the years of school completed. Only years com-
pleted in regular schools where persons are given a
formal education are included. A “regular” school is
one that advances a person toward an elementary or
high school diploma or a college, university, or profes-
sional school degree. Thus education in vocational,
trade, or business schools outside the regular school
system is not counted in determining the highest grade
of school completed.
Income of family or of unrelated individuals. —
Each member of a family is classified according to the
total income of the family of which he is a member.
Within the household all persons related to each other
by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family.
Unrelated individuals are classified according to their
own income. The income recorded is the total of all
income received by members of the family (or by an
unrelated individual) in the 12-month period preceding
the week of interview. Income from all sources is in-
cluded; for example, wages, salaries, rents from prop-
erty, pensions, and help from relatives.
Usual activity. —All persons in the population are
classified according to their usual activity during the 12-
month period prior to the week of interview. The “usual”
activity, in case more than one is reported, is the one at
which the person spent the most time during the 12-
month period. Children under 6 years of age are classi-
fied as “preschool.” All persons aged 6–1 6 years are
classified as “school age.”
The categories of usual activity used in this report
for persons aged 17 years and over are usually working,
usually going to school, usually keeping house, retired,
and other activity. For several reasons these categories
are not comparable with somewhat similarly named
categories in oflicial Federal labor force statistics. First,
the responses concerning usual activity are accepted
without detailed questioning because the objective of
the question is not to estimate the numbers of persons in
labor force categories but to identifi roughly certain
population groups that may have differing health prob-
lems. Second, the figures represent the usual activity
status over the period of an entire year, whereas ofllcial
labor force statistics relate to a much shorter period,
usually 1 week. Third, the minimum age for usually
working persons is 17 in the National Health Interview
Survey (NHIS), and the official labor force categories
include all persons aged 14 or older. Finally, in the defi-
nitions of specific categories that follow, certain mar-







Usually working includes persons 17 years of age
or older who are paid employeeq persons self-
employed in their own businesses, professions, or in
farming or unpaid employees in a family business
or in farming. Work around the house or volunteer
or unpaid work such as for a church is not counted as
working.
Usually going to school includes persons 17 years
of age or older whose major activity is going to
school.
Usually keeping house consists of female persons
17 years of age or older whose major activity is
described as “keeping house” and who cannot be
classified as “working.”
Retired includes persons 45 years old and over who
consider themselves retired. In case of doubt, a
person 45 years of age or older is counted as retired
if he or she has either voluntarily or involuntarily
stopped working, is not looking for work, and is not
described as “keeping house.” A retired person
may or may not be able to work.
Other activity includes all persons 17 years of age
or older not classified as “working,” “retired,” or
“going to school,” and females 17 years of age or
older not classified as “keeping house.”
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In labor force. —All persons 17 years of age and
older who worked at or had a job or business or were
looking for work or on layoff from work during the 2-
week period prior to the week of interview are in the
labor force. The labor force consists of persons currently
employed and those currently unemployed as defined
below.
● Currently employed includes persons 17 years of
age and over who reported that at any time during
the 2-week period covered by the interview they
either worked at or had a job or business. Current
employment includes paid work as an employee of
someone els~ self-employment in business, farming,
or professional practice; and unpaid work in a family
business or farm. Persons who were temporarily
absent from ajob or business because of a temporary
illness, vacation, strike, or bad weather are consid-
ered currently employed if they expected to work as
soon as the particular event causing the absence no
longer existed.
Freelance workers are considered currently em-
ployed if they had a definite arrangement with one
employer or more to work for pay according to a
weekly or monthly schedule, either full time or part
time.
Excluded from the currently employed popula-
tion are persons who have no definite employment
schedule but work only when their services are
needed. Also excluded from the currently employed
population are (1) persons receiving revenue from
an enterprise but not participating in its operation,
(2) persons doing housework or charity work for
which they receive no pay, (3) seasonal workers
during the portion of the year they were not working
and (4) persons who were not working, even though
having a job or business, but were on layoff or
looking for work.
The number of currently employed persons esti-
mated from NHIS will differ from the estimates pre-
pared from the Current Population Survey (CPS) of
the U.S. Bureau of the Census for several reasons.
In addition to sampling variability, these surveys
contain three primary conceptual differences: (1)
NHIS estimates are for persons 17 years of age and
over, while CPS estimates are for persons 16 years
of age and over; (2) NHIS uses a 2-week reference
period, while CPS uses a l-week reference period
(3) NHIS is a continuing survey with separate sam-
ples taken weekly, while CPS is a monthly sample
taken for the survey week that includes the 12th of
the month.
● Currently unemployed includes persons 17 years of
age and over who during the 2-week period prior to
interview did not work or had no job or business but
were looking for work and those who had a job but
were on layoff or looking for work.
Not in laborforce. —Persons not in the labor force
are all persons under 17 years of age and other persons
who did not at anytime during the 2-week period covered
by the interview have ajob or business, were not looking
for work, and were not on layoff from a job. In general,
persons excluded from the labor force are children under
17, retired persons, physically handicapped persons
unable to work, and housewives or charity workers who
receive no pay.
Types of employer. —Persons in the labor force are
classified according to type of employer as follows:
● Pri”vate paid workers are persons working for a
private employer for wages, salary, or commissions.
This includes compensation by tips; piece rates or
pay in kind; and wages or salary from settlement
houses, churches, unions, and other nonprofit organ-
izations.
. Government workers are persons who work for any
branch of the Federal Government including em-
ployees of Government-owned bus lines and utili-
ties, civilian employees of the Armed Forces, and
persons elected to Federal ofllces, or persons who
work for any branch of government other than the
Federal Governmen~ for example, State, city, or
county. Included in this group are civilian employees
of the National Guard, persons elected to paid of-
fices, employees of international organizations such
as the United Nations, and employees of foreign
governments.
● Self-employed workers arepersons working for profit
or fees in their own business, farm, shop, or office.
“Own business” includes persons who have their
own tools or equipment and provide services on a
contract, subcontract, or job basis. Officers of cor-
porations are not classified as owning their own
business, even though they do own all or part of the
corporation stock, such persons are considered as
“private paid.” A person who operates a farm for
himself, regardless of whether he owns or rents the
land, is considered self-employed.
● Other class of worker includes(1) persons not paid
for work, (2) persons who have never worked in the
past but have a job or business that will begin in the
near future, (3) persons who have not worked in the
past but are presently looking for work, and (4)
persons for whom no information as to class of
worker is available.
Marital status. —Marital status is recorded only for
persons 17 years of age or older. The marital status
categories in this report are as follows:
Married includes all married persons not separated
from their spouses. Persons with common-law mar-
riages are considered married.
Never marn”ed includes persons who were never





Separated includes married persons who have a
legal separation or who have parted for other reasons.
This does not include persons separated from their
spouses because of the circumstances of their em-
ployment or service in the Armed Forces; these per-
sons are considered married.
Widowed and divorced include, respectively. all
persons who said they were either widowed or l~gally
divorced.
Geographic region. —Forthe purpose of classifying
the population by geographic area, the States are grouped
into four regions. These regions, which correspond to
those used by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, are as
follows:
Region States included
Northeast . . . . . . Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Messa-
chuaetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
North Central . . . Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wiscon-
sin, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Kanaaa, Nebraska
South . . . . . . . . . . Delaware, Maryland, District of Columbia,
Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Ken-
tucky, Texas, Tannessee, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Arkansaa, Louisiana, Oklahoma
West. . . . . . . . . . Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, New
Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Wash.
ington, Alaaka, Oregon, California, Hawaii
Place of residence. —The place of residence of a
member of the civilian noninstitutionalized population is
classified as inside a standard metropolitan statistical
area (SMSA) and either as central city or not central
city or outside an SMSA and as either farm or nonfarm.
Standard metropolitan statistical areas. —The
definitions and titles of SMSA’S are established by the
U.S. Oftice of Management and Budget with the advice
of the Federal Committee on Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Areas.
The definition of an individual SMSA involves two
considerations: first, a city or cities of specified popula-
tion that constitute the central city and identify the
county in which it is located as the central county;
second, economic and social relationships with contig-
uous counties (except New England) that are metropol-
itan in character so that the periphery of the specific
metropolitan area may be determined. SMSA’S are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England SMSA’S
consist of towns and cities, rather than counties. The
metropolitan population in this report is based on
SMSA’S as defined in the 1970 census and does not
include any subsequent additions or changes.
Central cities. —Each SMSA must include at least
one central city. The complete title of an SMSA identi-
fies the central city or cities. If only one central city is
designated, then it must have 50,000 or more inhabitants.
The area title may include, in addition to the largest city,
up to two city names on the basis and in the order of the
following criteria (1) the additional city has at least
250,000 inhabitants or (2) the additional city has a
population of one-third or more of that of the largest city
and a minimum population of 25,000. An exception
occurs where two cities have contiguous boundaries and
constitute, for economic and social purposes, a single
community of at least 50,000, the smaller of which must
have a population of at least 15,000.
Farm and nonfarm residence. —The population
residing outside the SMSA’S is subdivided into the farm
population, which comprises all non-SMSA residents
living on farms, and the nonfarrn population, which
comprises the remaining outside SMSA population.
The farm population includes persons living on land of 10
acres or more from which sales of farm products amounted
to $50 or more during the previous 12 months or on land
of less than 10 acres from which sales of farm products
amounted to $250 or more during the preceding 12
months. Other persons living outside an SMSA were
classified as nonfarm if their household paid rent for the
house but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.
Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits, nuts,
livestock, livestock products (such as milk and wool),
poultry, poultry products, nursery, and forest products
produced on the land and sold at anytime during the pre-
ceding 12 months.
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IIL Relevant parts of 1978
questionnaire and cards used
in the survey
la. What is the name of the head of this household? - Enter name in first column
b. What arc the names of 011 other persons who live here? -
1a. First name
List all persons who live here. Yes * No oC.Ihave listed (Read names). Is there anyone ●lse staying here now, such as friends, relatives, or roomem? a n 1
d. Havr I missed anyone who USUALLY lives here but is now away from hone?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a m
e. Doanyof thepeopleln this household have a home anywhere else? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n n
--- —___________
Last name
* Apply household membership rules.
f. Arc any of the persons in this household now on full-time
active duty with the Armed Fo,ces of the United Stat-s?. . . . . . . . . . t Y CoI(s). (Delete) 2 N
2. How is -- related to -- (Head of household)? 2. Relazionshlp SEX
IM
HEALS 2F
3. What is --’ s date of birth? (Enter date and Age, and circle Race and ‘Sex)
3. Month Date Year
L Ask Condition list_.
BED DAYS I DV HOSP.
❑ ~;:f ❑ :4$ ❑ pi;r
1, Record the number of Bed Days, Doctor Visits, and Hospitalizations
c ~ c — (Np)_ (NP) _(NP)
2. Record each condition in the person’s column, with the question number(s) where it was reported. Q. No. I Condition
Reference dates !
2-week period 1
12-month Bed Days I




4. is -- now married, widowed, divorced, separated, or never married?
0 a Under 17
4.
1 ❑ Married - spouse pres.m




3 ❑ Never married
19a. What WOS -- doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS - (For males): working “r doing something ●lse? 19.
If ‘“something else, ” ask: (For females): keeping house, WUrking, or doing
&
t ❑ Working (24a)
Ages
b. What WOS -- doing? somathing else?
a. 2 ❑ Keeping house (24b)
17+ If 45+ years and was not “working,” “keeping house, ” or “going to school, ” ask:
3 ❑ .Retired, health (23)
c. Is -- retired? 4 D Retired, other (23)




-- doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS - going to school or doing something else?
6 ❑ 17+ somethinc else (23)
6-16
If “something else,” ask:
b. What WOS -- doing?




0 I_J I –5 years (21)
o ❑ U rider I (22)
Mark box or ask: ❑ Under 17 (NPJ
10a. What is the highc$t grodc or yoot -- attended in school? 100$ 00 ❑ None (NP)
Elem: 11345678
High: 9 10 II 12
Colle~e: I 2 3 4 5 6+
___________________________ --------------------------------------------------- --- -------------- ----b-
. Did -- finish the -- grode (yeor)? b. lY 2N
Hand Catd R
Mark bex or ask:
1 la. Pleose give mc the numb-r of the group or groups which
110. a Under 17 fNP)
describes --’ s racial background.
Circle all that apply. [2345 z’
I - Alaskan Native or American Indian
z - Asian or pacific Islander
3- Black
4- White
5- Another group not I isted - Pleose specify.
f~fseclly)
------------- --------------- ---------------------------------------------- ----- --- ------------ -------------
If multiple entries ask: 1234Sr
b. Which of those groups; thot is,jentrie$ in I I a)_ would you my BEST describe~ --’s rociol background?
b.
(Specify)
Mark box or ask:
130. Did -- work at any time lost wock or the week befarc - not counting work around the house?
❑ Under 17 (NP)
130. ! Y (14) 2N
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- -------------------
b. EVan though -- did not work during th-se 2 weeks, does he have a iob or business? b. lY ZN
----------------------------------------------------------------------- ------- ____ ___.--_--__--_-_---




. Which - looking for work or on layoff from a lob?
d, I ❑ Looking 3 ❑ Both
2 m Layoff
Ask for al I 140. Far whom did -- work? h!ame of company, business, organization, or other employer 140. Employer
]ersons with
i “Yes” -------- ----- ------------------------------------------------------- . ---- -------------------
n 13a, b, or c. b. What kind of business or industry is this? For example, TV and radio manufacturing, b. Industry
f “Yes” in 13c
retai I shoe store, State Labor Dept., farm
rely, questions -------------------------------------------------------------------- . --- -------------------




-------------------------------------------------------------------- - --- ___________________
ob . d. What ware --’ s most important activities or duties? For example, types, keeps account books,
d. Duties
files, sells cars, operates printing press, finishes concrete
-------------------------------------------------------------------- - --- ----- --------------
Complete from entries in 14a-d; if not clear, ask: Class of worker
e. was -- on ●mploy~a of PRIVATE compony, busirwss, or individual ● .
forwoge$, solory, or commission?, ,. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ..P
IUP sol
-- a FEDERAL government ●mployee?, . . . , ., , . . . . . . . . . . , F
--o STATE government employed?, ,.. . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..S zUF
6DSE
--a LOCAL government *mploYee?. . . ,.. .,, ... . . . . . . . ..L
-- self. employed in OWN business, professional practice, or form? 3ns
7DWP
If not a farm, ask: Is the business iricorporotad?
Yes . . . . I 4DL
6 ❑ NEV
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
No (or farm).,.,..,,.....,,.,,. SE
-- wotking WITHOUT PAY in family business or form? . . , . . . . . WP
-- NEVER WORKED. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..NEV
Hand Card I
5. Which of those income ~roups represents your total combinad family inGOmb for the past 12 months - 15.
that is, yours, yeur -- s, etc.? Include income from all sources such as wages, solaries, sociol
000A 040E 0601





Under S1,OOO(including loss) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Group A
$ 1,000 -$ 1,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group B
$2,000 -S 2,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group C
s 3,000 -$ 3,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. GrouPD
S4,0+30- S 4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Grwp E
S5,000-S5,~9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Group F
S6,000- S 6,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Group G
s 7,000- s 9,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group H
$10,000 -S14,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Gro.pI
S15,W0 - S24,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group J
$25,000 mdovw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Grwp K
1. Alaskan Native or Amarican Indian
2. Asian or Pacific Islander
3. Black
4. White
5. Anosher :rwp not listed - Spwify
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Programs and Collection Procedures. —Reports describing
[ho general programs of the National Center for Health Statw-
tlcs find Its off!ces and divlslons and the data collection
methods used. They also include definitions and other mater!al
nccessay for underatandlng the data.
Data Evaluation and Methods Research.—Studles of new
statistical methodology Including experimental tests of new
survuy methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods,
now anslyrlcal techniques, ob)ectwe evaluations of reliab!l!ty
of collocted data, and contributions to statistical theory.
Analytical and Epidemiological Studies. —Reports presenting
analytical or Interpretive studies based on wtal and health sta-
tistics, carry!ng the analysis further than the expoaitorytypesof
reports in the othar sanea.
Documents and Committee Reports. -Final reports of major
committees concerned with vital and health statmtics and
documents such as recommended model vital reg!stratton laws
and rcvlaed birth and death cemfrcates.
Data From the Nsstional Health Interview Survey .-Statlstlcs
cm Illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of hospital,
mcdlcal, dental, and other services, and other health-related
topics, all based on data collected In the continuing nat!onal
housohold Interview survey.
Data From the National Health Examination Survey and the
National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey. -Data
from cflrect cxaminat!on, testing, and measurement of national
snmplcs of the civilian noninstitutiona lized population provide
thr! bassi for (1 ) estlmatea of the med!cally defined prevalence
of specific diseaaea in the United States and the distributions
of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and
psychological characteristics and (2) analysls of relationships
among the various measurements without reference to an
rxpltcit finite universe of persons.
Data From the Institutionalized Population Surveys.-Dw
continued in 1975. Reports from these surveys are Included in
Series 13.
Data on Hccdth Resources Utilization. —Statstlcs on the utlli-
z.~tion,of health manpower and faclltties providing long-term








Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. —
Statmt]cs on the numbers, geographic distribution, and char-
acteristics of health resources !ncludrng physlc!ans. dent!sts,
nurses, other health occupations. hospitals, nur. wng homes.
and outpatient fac]llttes.
Data From Special Surveys. -Stattstlcs on health and health-
related topics collected In special surveys that are not a part of
the contmulng data systems of the National Center for Health
Stattstlcs.
Data on Mortality .-Various stat! stlcs on mortaltty other than
as included In regular annual or monthly reports. Special
analyses by cause of death. age, and other demographic
variables; geographic and time series analyses; and statlst!cs
on characteristics of deaths not available from the v!tal records
based on sample surveys of those records.
Data on hlatality, Marriage, and Divorce.—Varlous statlsttcs
on natallty, marrtage, and dworce other than as $ncluded In
ragular annual or monthly reports. Spec!al analyses by demo-
graph !cvar!ables; geographic and t!me series analyses: studies
of fertility; and stawst!cs on characteristics of b!rrhs not
available from the vital records based on sample surveys of
those records.
Data From the National Monthly and F.latality Surveys.—
D!scontlnued In 1975. Reports from these sample surveys
based on wtal records are Included In Series 20 and 21,
respectwebf.
Data From the National Survey of Family Growth. —Statm-
tlcs on fertility, faintly formation and dlssolut!on, family
plannlng, and related maternal and infant health topics derwed
from a penodtc survey of a nationwide probability sample of
ever-married women 1 5–44 years of age
For a I!st of titles of reports pub18shed In these series. write to:
Sclentlflc and Technical Information Branch
Naoonal Center for Health Statmtlcs
Public Health Service
Hyattswlle, Md. 20782
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